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Body 


At just 16 years old, Greta Thunberg is at the forefront of a movement. Between speaking at United Nations 
conferences and inspiring teenagers to take action, the climate activist has become the voice of a generation. 


In the past few days, Thunberg has taken on an additional role: at her own expense, she's also become a litmus 
test for whether or not politicians are decent. Thunberg arrived in New York last week after a highly publicized trip 
across the Atlantic. Her arrival, as well as the speeches and protests she's led since, have sparked anger in climate 
deniers. The response she's received from grown adults (particularly on Twitter) has been reactionary and hateful. 


Rather than coming for her politics, people are coming for Thunberg herself, mocking her differences and calling 
her "mentally disturbed." While she's dealt with the hate exceptionally well, referring to her autism as a 
"superpower" and standing strong in her beliefs, it doesn't seem to be getting better. 


Hatred from the public is one thing. What's worse is that politicians have also taken part. Maxime Bernier, the 
leader of the People's Party of Canada, took to Twitter on Monday night to not only mock Thunberg, but to make 
assumptions about her mental health. In one tweet, he claimed her to be "mentally unstable," "obsessive 
compulsive" and to have an eating disorder, among other mental illnesses. 


Unlike Thunberg's opinions about climate change, Bernier's hatred is unfounded. It isn't his place - or anyone's - to 
make assumptions about a young girl's mental health, especially on such a public platform. 


Even if Bernier's claims were true, a young activist's mental health shouldn't be the concern of a Canadian 
politician. As we approach a federal election, surely he has better things to do than to propagate hatred toward a 
16-year-old girl. 


This is not to say that Thunberg shouldn't be held accountable for her actions just because she's young, or that 
politicians can't challenge her beliefs. Thunberg has proven she's a strong leader capable of receiving criticism. 
However, there's a difference between respectful discourse and bullying, which is what grown adults have resorted 
to. 


It's clear that politicians like Bernier are attacking Thunberg for a simple reason: they're scared. 


At just 16, her influence threatens the long-held lifestyle of climate deniers. At just 16, her influence has created a 
wave of young people who want to hold politicians accountable. At just 16, Thunberg has become an inspiration. 
And, at 56-years-old, Maxime Bernier is afraid of her. 


If politicians like Bernier want to challenge Thunberg, they need to rise to her level of maturity. They need to 
question her political views rather than attack her based on factors beyond her control. And maybe, if we're lucky, 
they'll even stop to listen to what she has to say - there's clearly a lot she could teach them. 
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Gabrielle Drolet is a freelance writer and a student at Western University. 
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